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“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.”  
 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
www.fccpa.org • 650-856-6662 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter • May 21, 2023 



Order of Worship May 21, 2023 
*You are invited to rise as you are able. 

 

Prelude           
 

Call to Worship                                                                   Psalm 121 
 

Leader:  I lift up my eyes to the hills,  
People:  From where will my help come?   
Leader:   My help comes from the Lord, 
People:   The maker of heaven and earth.   
Leader:   God will not let your foot be moved, 
People:   The one who keeps you will not slumber.   
Leader:   God will keep you from all evil; 
People:   God will keep your life.   
Leader:   God will keep your going out and your coming in 
People:   From this time on and for evermore.   
 

*Opening Hymn #363   In the Midst of New Dimensions 
 

In the midst of new dimensions,  
in the face of changing ways, 
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples  
wandering in their separate ways? 
 

Refrain:  
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey, now and ever,  
Now and ever, now and ever more. 
 

Through the flood of starving people,  
warring factions and despair, 
Who will lift the olive branches?  
Who will light the flame of care? (refrain) 
 

 



Though we reach the highest heavens,  
Holding worlds at our command, 
We are yet a desert people  
Searching for the promised land. (refrain) 
 

Should the threats of dire predictions  
cause us to withdraw in pain,  
May your blazing phoenix spirit, 
resurrect the church again. (refrain) 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Children’s Story                                                    Clarence the Camel 
 

Sung Response #258 
Morning has broken like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird.  
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word.   
 
Invitation to Offering     
Stewardship Speaker                           

 
Choral Anthem          Since By Man Came Death                     Handel     
                 
Blessing Our Offerings 
 
Musical Response     Man Halte Nur from Cantata 93            J.S. Bach 

Jeff Barnett, tenor, and Lucinda Breed Lenicheck, cello 
 
Prayers of the People                                         Rev. David Howell 
(You are invited to use the language that is most meaningful to you.) 
 



Our Father (Mother/Parent/Creator/Great Spirit), who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  

 

Choral Response 
 

Reading of the Acts of the Apostles                                   Acts 1:6-14                                              
 

Sermon                              Receiving Power      Rev. Emily Linderman 
 
*Closing Hymn #477   God of Grace and God of Glory 
 
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power. 
Crown thine ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
For the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us,  
Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
For the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 
Cure thy children’s warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
Lest we miss thy heav’nly goal, lest we miss thy heav’nly goal. 
 



Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. 
Let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
Serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 
 
Benediction  
 
Emergency Preparedness Evacuation Drill 
Please follow instructions to evacuate the sanctuary to our Assembly Area 
at the far side of the Louis Road parking lot. 
 
Today we are very pleased to welcome Rev. Emily Linderman as our 
preacher. Emily is a FCCPA member and UCC minister in covenant with our 
congregation. She is a clinical chaplain on the Spiritual Care service at 
Stanford Health Care and the Palliative Medicine Service at UCSF. We are 
grateful for Emily’s ministry and her leadership today. 
 
The candle on the table today is in memory of John Lemes, who passed 
away peacefully on Monday, May 15.   
 
Participating in Today’s Service: 
Senior Pastor:    Rev. David Howell 
Director of Music:   Joe Guthrie 
Choral Director:   Jenny Matteucci 
Assistant Organist:   Daniel Lockert 
Liturgist:           Todd Stewart 
Usher:     Mike and Sue Marianacci 
Greeter:     Chris Ernst  
Tech and A/V Support:  Steve Terry, Chris Beer, Ben Roberts, 

 David Morrison, Robert Peng, Greg 
 Evans, Bruce Douglas 

 



If you are visiting with us today, welcome! You can visit our Welcome Table 
in the narthex after worship to pick up a gift bag with information about 
our church and a coupon for a specialty coffee in Sacred Grounds, our café 
in the Social Hall. 

 
Ways to Give: You can contribute financially to the church by: 
dropping a gift in the red box at the welcome table, mailing a check 
to the church address, giving online at www.fccpa.org, texting “Give 25” 
(or any amount you choose) to 650-459-0688, or scanning the QR code to 
give via PayPal. 
 
Happening at FCCPA 
• Backyard Sunday School: Come to the Backyard for songs, a story, and 

some fun together following the Children’s Story! 
• Book Signing: Congratulations to Pastor Dave, Clarence, and Ingrid 

Rogers on their newly released publication, Conversations with Clarence 
the Camel. The book contains over 100 scripts of Children’s stories from 
our Worship services. They will be available to sign books following our 
evacuation drill at the end of worship.   

• Reproductive Justice Forum: Join Lauren Biglow after worship in the 
Fellowship Room for our continuing conversation about reproductive 
justice.  

• Flavors of Broadway – The Sequel! Join our soloists and choir members 
for a Broadway Singalong and Ice Cream Social on Sunday, May 28 at 
3:00 p.m. A free will offering will be taken in support of our music 
program here at FCCPA.  

• Pentecost Next Sunday: We plan to read the scripture in different 
languages next Sunday in celebration of Pentecost. If you are fluent in a 
language other than English and would be willing to participate, please 
contact David@fccpa.org.  

• VBS 2023 Registration is OPEN: Backyard Beach Party VBS will take place 
June 19 - 23 from 9am to Noon and is open to young people ages 4 years 

http://www.fccpa.org/
mailto:David@fccpa.org


(entering PreK) to 10 years (entering 5th grade). Register at 
https://www.fccpa.org/vacation-bible-school. If your young person is 
entering grades 6th or higher, she could be a VBS helper! Reach out to 
Todd Erickson for more information. 

• Immigrant Accompaniment: Thank you for your ongoing prayers and 
support of our Honduran family as part of the FCCPA Immigrant 
Accompaniment ministry. We are now requesting your renewed help 
with monetary donations — make checks out to FCCPA with “Immigrant 
Accompaniment Fund” on the memo line. 

• Mental Health Awareness Month: Our Task Force on Mental Health has 
recently formed to find ways for our church to support those in our 
congregation who experience Mental Health issues. It’s rare that we 
hear directly from those suffering these challenges because there is a 
stigma attached. It is our hope that FCCPA can open the door to a more 
open embrace of each other, regardless of our vulnerabilities. We are 
ALL on a continuum of mental health. The next meeting of the Task Force 
is today at 12:00 in the Casaday Library.  

• FCCPA Trip to Spain: This October, staring on the 9th, Pastor Dave Howell 
and Joan Young will be leading a trip to Barcelona and Madrid, with an 
optional add on to Granada and Seville. We will have a forum after 
worship next Sunday, May 28, to share the details. For more information, 
contact Pastor Dave.  

• Wear Orange Sunday: Wear Orange Weekend is June 3-4 and National 
Gun Violence Awareness Day is June 2. We wear orange in hope of a 
future free of gun violence. Orange is the color hunters wear in the 
woods to protect themselves and others. Those who wear orange to 
worship on June 4 will be invited to gather for a group photo after 
worship so that we can post a video on social media with #WearOrange. 

 
 

https://www.fccpa.org/vacation-bible-school
https://wearorange.org/


Welcome!  
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today.  Our hope is 
that you will find a warm welcome here and an experience of God’s presence as 
we worship together.  We worship regularly at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday morning 
here in our sanctuary. 
 
Our sanctuary also features an inductive loop system that works with hearing aids 
with a T-coil switch.  
 
Land Acknowledgement: As a community dedicated in covenant to welcome and include all, 
we respectfully acknowledge the Ramaytush Ohlone peoples, original inhabitants of the San 
Francisco Peninsula where we, in faith, now gratefully gather and worship. We lament the 
centuries of injustices committed against and endured by Indigenous peoples and recognize 
that injustices continue in the present. We invite all peoples to come together in full 
relationship with one another as we learn and adapt in our efforts to care for this land. We 
seek a deeper understanding of our relationship to the land and with the Bay Area Native 
peoples, one that promotes healing and justice within our faith community and the world 
beyond. 
 
Open and Affirming Statement, adopted in 2007: As we, the members of the First 
Congregational Church of Palo Alto, seek to embody God’s extravagant welcome to all, we 
declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ, 
welcoming into the full life and ministry of our church all who are LGBTQ+. 
 
Looking for Zoom meeting links? You can find them at fccpa.org on the Calendar of Events 
page.  
 
Do you get our weekly “This Week at FCCPA” email newsletter? It’s the best way to stay up-
to-date on church events. Contact office@fccpa.org to sign up to receive it. 
 
Get social: Follow @FCCPA on Instagram and Twitter and like the First Congregational Church 
of Palo Alto on Facebook to interact with and share our content to extend our reach. 
 
Contact our Pastors: If you would like to learn more about the church or talk with one of our 
pastors, please contact us at David@fccpa.org or Eileen@fccpa.org. For pastoral 
emergencies, you may contact Rev. David Howell at 650-906-7284 or Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman 
at 831-345-3830. 

 
 

mailto:office@fccpa.org
https://www.instagram.com/fccpa/
https://twitter.com/FCCPA
https://www.facebook.com/fccpa
mailto:David@fccpa.org
mailto:Eileen@fccpa.org
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