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Order of Worship for May 2, 2021
Prelude in Gm
Joe Guthrie, Organ

Prelude
Call to Worship

M. Dupré
Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil, for you are with me.
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
Opening Hymn

My Shepherd, You Supply My Need

My shepherd, you supply my need; most holy is your name;
In pastures fresh you make me feed, beside the living stream.
You bring my wandering spirit back when I forsake your ways;
You lead me, for your mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace.
When I walk through the shades of death, your presence is my stay;
One word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread;
My cup with blessings overflows, your oil anoints my head.
Your sure provisions, gracious God, attend me all my days;
O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
No more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home.
Welcome and Announcements
Stewardship Speaker
Children’s Story

Mary Grundy
Teacher Todd and Clarence the Camel

Musical Offering

The 23rd Psalm (Dedicated to my Mother)
Men’s Ensemble

Bobby McFerrin

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (You are invited to use the language that is most meaningful to you.)
Our Father (Mother/Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Prayer Response

Alleluia! Give the Glory

B. Hurd & K. Canedo

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Give the glory and the honor to the Lord. (repeat)
Reading of the Gospel
Sermon
Musical Response

John 10:11-18
How Hard Can it Be?
Bridge Over Troubled Water
The Cast of Wrestling with Angels

Rev. David Howell
P. Simon

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation & Prayer of Consecration
Sharing of Bread and Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Communion Music
Benediction
Postlude

Fugue in Gm
Joe Guthrie, Organ

Participating in Today’s Service:
Senior Pastor:
Rev. David Howell
Dir. of Children’s Ministries: Todd Erickson
Music Director:
Joe Guthrie
Choral Director:
Jenny Matteucci
Accompanist:
Daniel Lockert
Tech Support:
Howard Look
Flowers:
Kathy Terry
Eileen Altman is on vacation today.

M. Dupré

Happening at FCCPA and Online
• In Person Worship Returns: We return to live worship in our courtyard on Mother's Day, May 9 at 10
a.m.! We will still be on Zoom, as we have been, or you can join us in person, masked and socially
distanced outside. Backyard Sunday School will meet in the playground after the Children’s Story.
• Backyard Sunday School: Join Teacher Todd after worship today online in the Backyard for songs, a
story, and some fun together! Find the link in the enews or Backyard update.
• Congregational Meeting: Join us after worship today as we have a congregational meeting to determine
the path forward for adding video capability to the sanctuary.
• Spring Musical: We will present this year’s show live on Zoom today at 7:00 p.m. Just go to Fccpa.org
and click “Join us Live” to enjoy the cast of all ages in “Wrestling with Angels”, the story of Jacob. You
may also join us in the Social Hall to watch on the big screen.
• On Mother’s Day, May 9, our Choir Director, Jenny Matteucci, pianist, Daniel Lockert, and Kathy
Terry, art history enthusiast, will present a loving tribute to mothers everywhere, “Celebrating
Mothers in Art and Music.” The artwork will feature serene images of mothers and children drawn
from Impressionism, scenes from British Realism of lively children and their sometimes trying antics,
and evocative Madonna and Child paintings from the Italian Renaissance - all paired with a
delightful songs and piano music devoted to mothers everywhere. Jenny and Daniel will be
performing live from our sanctuary!! This will all happen shortly after church service and will be
viewable on Zoom and in the social hall.
• Celebrate the genius of George and Ira Gershwin: Join us May 22 at 4:00 p.m. in the courtyard at
church or on Zoom. Presented by The Oratorio Society, this special afternoon promises such favorites
as: Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off, Bidin’ my Time, I Got Rhythm, A Foggy Day, and many more. With
this “hybrid” event, you can watch on Zoom, or in person (seating limited). The Zoom event is FREE.
Live audience tickets can be purchased here — $30/individual or $50/couple. Wine and light hors
d’oeuvres included. Seating is limited to 50 people and all safety precautions will be observed. Come
and join the celebration — This fund raiser benefits the FCCPA music program and concert series.
• Our Immigrant Accompaniment Story: FCCPA Immigrant Accompaniment Team members have
supported the Cáceres family through its immigration journey from Honduras to the U.S. Find the story
here.
• Tuesday 5/18 7:30PM Private (virtual) screening: A Reckoning in Boston (2021) A documentary film
about the students in the Boston Clemente Course, a free college course for lower income adults in
Dorchester,. "At a night class in her Boston neighborhood, Kafi Dixon is transformed by the lessons
of history and questions of philosophy. But is her new sense of agency strong enough to deflect the
inequities of wealth, health and race in a rapidly gentrifying city?" Screening to be followed by a live
Zoom session with the Harvard Kennedy School Professor featured in the film, Dr. Timothy Patrick
McCarthy, historian, educator, human rights activist. This private showing should not be shared with
the general public. Viewing details coming soon.
• Sunday 5/23, 11:00 Forum: Prof. Tim McCarthy and Kafi Dixon, featured in A Reckoning in
Boston (2021) will offer a Q&A about the movie (see Tuesday 5/18 entry) as well as the themes it
surfaces: structural racism, the power of education, affordable housing, Prof. McCarthy's Twitter bio:
"Historian, educator & activist working hard to raise—and learn from—a new generation of good
troublemakers." Ms. Dixon's film bio: "Kafi has been employed as a gravedigger, fishmonger, retail
merchant, Boston bus driver, community organizer and mother of three."
• Please join us IN PERSON this summer for Caring Critters VBS! Vacation Bible School will take
place June 14 - 18 from 9am - 11:45am. During the week, will enjoy puppets, singing, Bible stories,
art and snack together. For everyone's safety, we will be implementing COVID-19 precautions and
regulations based on CDC and Santa Clara County guidelines. Register here. For more information
about Caring Critters VBS, email Todd.
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Youth Care Service Week 2021: Join us for FCCPA’s annual Youth Service Week, on-site at the
church. We will meet each day from 9:30-3:00 p.m. (If you are assigned to help with Vacation Bible
School, you may wish to arrive at 9:00 so that you participate in the puppet show.) In the mornings,
we will do service work masked and mostly outdoors. Some of the service projects will be
supporting our Vacation Bible School program, while others will be working on a food drive or on
repairs/gardening at the church. We will share lunch together and then spend the afternoon playing
games and learning about community issues. This will be a fun mixture of work and play! Go here
for more details. Register here!
Ohlone Justice Project: A gathering of interested participants in the FCCPA Ohlone Justice project is
happening Tuesday, May 4 on Zoom from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. We will have opportunity to engage
collectively in our Learn-Lament-Listen steps of the project’s phase 1. You can prepare by looking over
the Golden State Digital Atlas of California Native Americans and consider what responses and
questions the information there elicits from within you. We will also enjoy brief sharings from panelists
revealing some of their life experiences with Native Americans in regions they have lived in. There
will be opportunity to share in the full group and in sub-groups. It should be a fun, meaningful, and
educational gathering with planned monthly events as we visit this concern together.
Contemplative Prayer meets in the Memorial Garden Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m.
Youth Groups: Middle School meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. and High School meets alternate
Sundays. Contact Sam@fccpa.org for information, Zoom links, and to get on the reminder list.
Storytime for Families: Join Teacher Todd and Pastor Dave for Storytime, Thursday evenings at 7:00
p.m. online. Find the link in the enews or Backyard update.
Get social: Follow @FCCPA on Instagram and Twitter and/or like First Congregational Church of Palo
Alto on Facebook to interact with and share our content to extend our reach. You can also RSVP and
share upcoming events on Facebook such as the Spring Musical, or Vacation Bible School.
Additionally, if you have ideas for FCCPA Features like these, reach out to Julia Satterthwaite
at julia@fccpa.org or (248)302-4289.

Contact our Pastors: If you would like to learn more about the church or talk with one of our pastors,
please contact us at David@fccpa.org or Eileen@fccpa.org. We would be very glad to talk with you. For
Pastoral Emergencies, you may contact Rev. David Howell at 650-906-7284 or Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman at
831-345-3830.
Do you get our weekly “This Week at FCCPA” email newsletter? It’s the best way to stay up-to-date on
church events. Contact office@fccpa.org to sign up to receive it.
Open and Affirming Statement, adopted in 2007: As we, the members of the First Congregational Church
of Palo Alto, seek to embody God’s extravagant welcome to all, we declare ourselves to be an Open and
Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ, welcoming into the full life and ministry of our
church all who are LGBTQ+.
Land Acknowledgement: As we gather for worship today, we remember that for thousands of years this
land has been the traditional home of the Puichon tribe of the Ohlone people. It is still home to indigenous
people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live, and worship on this land.

