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Order of Worship for January 10, 2021
Prelude

“Allegro” from Concertro in F

Call to Worship
You, divine beings! Give to God—
give to God glory and power!
Give to the LORD the glory of God’s name!
Bow down to God in holy splendor!
The voice of God is over the waters;
the glorious God thunders;
God is over the mighty waters.
The voice of God is strong;
the voice of God is majestic.
The voice of God breaks cedar trees—
yes, God shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
God makes Lebanon jump around like a young bull,
makes Sirion jump around like a young wild ox.
The voice of God unleashes fiery flames;
the voice of God shakes the wilderness—
yes, God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of God convulses the oaks,
strips the forests bare,
but in God’s temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”
God sits enthroned over the floodwaters;
God sits enthroned—ruler forever!
May God give strength to the people!
May God bless the people with peace!
Opening Hymn

G. F. Handel
Psalm 29

Wade in the Water
Led by Jenny Matteucci and Daniel Lockert

Refrain: Wade in the water, (children,) wade in the water, children,
wade in the water, God’s a-going to trouble the water. O
See that host all dressed in white, God’s a-going to trouble the water;
the leader looks like the Israelite, God’s a-going to trouble the water.
See that band all dressed in red, God’s a-going to trouble the water;
looks like the band that Moses led, God’s a-going to trouble the water.
If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, God’s a-going to trouble the water;
just follow me down to Jordan’s stream, God’s a-going to trouble the water.

Welcome and Announcements
Children’s Story
Musical Response

Teacher Todd and Clarence
Sonata Pastorella
Martin, Jutta, and Clara Fugmann

J. Schello

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
(You are invited to use the language that is most meaningful to you.)

Our Father (Mother/Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Musical Response

Arise, Your Light Is Come

Arise, your light is come! The spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.
Arise, your light is come! Fling wide the prison door;
Proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor.
Time of Offering
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host,
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen
Reading of the Gospel
Sermon
Musical Response

Mark 1:1-11
Troubling the Water

Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman

My Son, The Beloved
Jenny Matteuci, Soprano

David Blackwell

Home By Another Way
Gavin Baker

J. Taylor

Benediction & Choral Response
Postlude
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Rev. David Howell
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Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman
Dir. of Children’s Ministries: Todd Erickson
Music Director:
Joe Guthrie
Choral Director:
Jenny Matteucci
Accompanist:
Daniel Lockert
Tech Support:
Howard Look
Video Production:
Tim Biglow
Flowers:
Kathy Terry
Happening Online
• Faith Journey Forum: Today after worship at 11:00 a.m., we will continue our series of
Faith Journey Forums as Grant Sontag shares about his own faith journey.
• Backyard Sunday School: Join Teacher Todd after worship today and every Sunday
online in the Backyard for songs, a story, and some fun together! Cherub, Children’s,
and Youth Choir also meet at this time. Find the link in the enews or Backyard update.
• Confirmation Program conversation: Each year we invite 8th graders to participate in
our confirmation program, to explore more about our Christian and United Church of
Christ tradition, and consider joining the church. Today at 5:00, parents of current 8th
graders are invited to a Zoom conversation with Pastors Eileen and Dave to discuss the
pros and cons of an online-only confirmation program this year and/or the possibility of
waiting until 2022. Contact eileen@fccpa.org for more information or check the weekly
enews for the Zoom link.
• Faith in Film: This movie discussion class will meet on January 12 and 26 at 7:30 online.
The first film for January 12 is Soul, a Pixar film for all ages available for streaming on
Disney+. The first half hour of the class that evening will be geared toward younger
people, so children and youth are encouraged to attend. Please see the film before
coming to class. Contact Dave Howell, David@fccpa.org, with any questions or if you
need help streaming the film.
• Peaceful Presence: The next Peaceful Presence will be held on Monday, January 11 at
7:00 p.m., hosted by the Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice Steering
Committee. Join at this link.
• Fair Trade Sales: Sales of Fair Trade items are available on our website for order through
January 14, and the pick-up date is January 16 at the church.
• The Civil Rights Movement in American History and Memory: The Peace and Justice
Task Force invites you to an after-worship forum on January 17, with a return
appearance of Stanford history professor Jim Campbell. The occasion of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Holiday -- and the conclusion of a presidency marked by extraordinary
racial divisiveness -- would seem to offer a good moment to reconsider the history and
legacy of the Civil Rights movement. What did the movement accomplish? What work
did it leave undone? How is the history of the movement remembered and
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misremembered by Americans today? In this presentation, Professor Campbell will
consider these questions, drawing on his current book project, which focuses on the
1964 Mississippi Summer Project.
Family Bingo Night: The whole family is invited to join us on Sunday, January 24 at
6:30pm on Zoom (use our church worship Zoom link, found on our webpage) for a
fun night of Bingo!
Music Fundraiser: Concert January 31 at 4:00 PM featuring Jeff Barnett, tenor; Daniel
Lockert, pianist; Yuri Liberzon, guitar. This event will be on Zoom and Facebook live,
so kick back and enjoy an hour of Schumann and other composers in the comfort of
your own living room. Proceeds will benefit the Friends of Music at FCCPA. Watch
the e-news for more details soon!
Eclipsing Empire: Join us on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m. in January and
February to view and discuss the DVD series "Eclipsing Empire", featuring Marcus
Borg and John Dominic Crossan. Ben Roberts facilitates. Remaining sessions will be
held on January 19 and February 2 and 16, all at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome. You do
not need to attend all sessions and it will be possible to view recordings of any of the
sessions after they occur. If you would like session materials sent to you in advance,
please send an email to Ben Roberts.
Creating the Climate Church: On Thursday, January 28 from 5:00-6:30 p.m., our
friends at the Congregational Church of San Mateo (CCSM) invite us to an online
event to explore the intersection of spirituality and climate change. The expert panel
will include Rev. Jim Antal, Special Advisor on Climate Justice to the President of the
United Church of Christ, Ms. Karenna Gore, Founder and Director of the Center for
Earth Ethics at the Union Theological Seminary in New York City, and CCSM member
Gary White, founder of Extinction Rebellion San Mateo and Education Chair of
Climate Reality Project Bay Area Chapter. Register here for this free event.
Memoirs Writing Group meets Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. Find the link in the enews.
Youth Groups: Middle School meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and High School meets
alternate Sundays. Contact Sam@fccpa.org for information, Zoom links, and to get on
the reminder list.
Contemplative Prayer: meets in the Memorial Garden Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m.
Storytime for Families: Join Teacher Todd and Pastor Dave for Storytime, Thursday
evenings at 7:00 p.m. online. Find the link in the enews or Backyard update.
Choir Zooms! The choir continues practice via Zoom on Thursday nights 7:00-8:10
p.m. “Rehearsal” commences with a 30 minute vocal masterclass, and the choir will
“sing” together after that from 7:40-8:10 p.m. If you are interested in joining us, please
email Jenny Matteucci at Jenny@fccpa.org.

Contact our Pastors: If you would like to learn more about the church or talk with one of
our pastors, please contact us at David@fccpa.org or Eileen@fccpa.org. We would be very

glad to talk with you. For Pastoral Emergencies, you may contact Rev. David Howell at
650-906-7284 or Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman at 831-345-3830.
Do you get our weekly electronic newsletter? It’s the best way to stay up-to-date on church
events. Contact office@fccpa.org to sign up to receive it.
Open and Affirming Statement, adopted in 2007: As we, the members of the First
Congregational Church of Palo Alto, seek to embody God’s extravagant welcome to all,
we declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of
Christ, welcoming into the full life and ministry of our church all who are LGBTQ+.
Land Acknowledgement: As we gather for worship today, we remember that for
thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Ohlone, also known as
Costanoans. The people of this place we know as Palo Alto called this place Puichon. It
is still home to indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live,
and worship on this land.

